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CHURCH

With the possibility 
of substantial
development in the
Burywater and

Whiteditch Lane area I went to see 
Tony and Vina Barba at their home in
Burywater Lane, the entrance to their
nursery being in Whiteditch Lane. I
wanted to record the old greenhouses
and other buildings before they are
demolished. I knocked on the door and

Burywater Nursery and the Barba family
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was invited in by Vina who introduced
me to her husband Tony and her
daughter Francesca who lives next door
with her husband Francesco Mannino
and their three children who go to
school in the village.

I first of all asked them a little about
themselves and Vina told me that she
had been born in Sicily in 1951 but had
come to this country when she was aged
five. Tony, born in 1945 came here as a
young man in 1963 and had met and
married Vina and they produced four
children, Elio, born in 1969, Jimmy in
1971, Francesca in 1974 and lastly young
Jo in 1985.

Tony and Vina arrived here in 1982,
buying the five-acre nursery from Mr.
W.H. Bigg, who I think had started the
nursery in 1953. Tony’s skill was in
growing cucumbers and over the years
they built up an excellent business.
Recently however Tony’s health has
been poor and what with the rapid rise
in heavy oil the profitability declined
and around 2010 they decided to cease
operations. I asked Tony if he would
show me the metal framed greenhouses,
which he had lovingly erected in place of

the old wooden framed ones. We
walked out into the nursery and first of
all viewed the old computer room which
controlled the supply of water, oil and
air. Then on to the massive boiler house
and vast water tank, the storage houses
and all the ancillary equipment, all now
sadly abandoned. What a massive
amount of work must have gone into the
business over the years with the whole
family involved.

As I said goodbye to Tony and Vina 
I expressed my sympathy - Vina
responded saying that they had no
regrets. They had enjoyed all the hard
work and had made many good friends.
They loved Newport and looked
forward to continuing to live in the new
development, should it come. NN

THE EXTERIOR & INTERIOR OF
ONE OF THE GREENHOUSES

ABOVE: TONY, VINA AND FRANCESCA BARBA. 
NUMBER 1 AND 2 HILLSIDE – THE BARBA’S HOMES.

TOP: THE BOILER HOUSE 
BELOW: THE 6,000 GALLON WATER TANK

The first six months of my
licensed ministry here in
Newport, and neighbouring
Widdington, has flown by.

That is one sure sign that I am a)
enjoying it and b) I am certainly where
God wants me to be. As I look back
there are so many highlights but I
would like to pick one out. Despite the
weather, I really enjoyed how the
village came together on the weekend
of the Olympic Flame. I thought that
the fête went very well – when the
heavens opened the church tea & coffee
stall in the village hall was inundated. 

On the Sunday morning our planned
open air service moved into the village
hall due to the rain. We were joined by
a gospel choir from Bishop’s Stortford
and children from Rickling school.
They all sung beautifully. In between I
did my famous Rolf Harris impression
painting up the Olympic Rings. The
five Olympic Rings were used to
represent Father, Son & Holy Spirit,
and our relationship with them. I was
also very lucky to interview a local
Olympian athlete who had taken part
in the Barcelona Olympics. In the
future I’d like to hold more services
outside the church building which will
be experimental – keep an eye out for
what we are doing.

Messy Church is now a regular
feature of the church which we will be
running on the 4th Sunday of every
month. It is a real family church with no
heavy prayers or hymns. Instead there
are crafts, fun songs and a short talk. It
is something that all of the family can
enjoy together. Come along and try it!

I am also starting to think about my
first Christmas here in Newport &
Widdington. I think it is great when
we can remind ourselves of what
Christmas is all about – not the tinsel,
not the tree, not the mince pies and

not the presents; although all of these
things are good. Christmas is about the
Son of God, Jesus, being given to us as
a baby – born to Mary in a stable in
Bethlehem. It is a story of hope, and 
in these days of austerity we all need
something to hope for. The church will
be publishing the full list of services that
we are holding – there is something for
everyone whether you are 8 weeks old, 8
years old, 80 years old or somewhere in
between. Please make space for Jesus
this Christmas. I look forward to
welcoming you into church and seeing
you over the festive season. NN

St Mary’s UPDATE
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C.B. MOWER
SERVICES
Briggs & Stratton and
Hayter Service Centre

It’s time to give the mower 
a winter service.

Come to your local garden
machinery expert for:

• Sales/Service/Spares
• Shear sharpening

Free collection and delivery.
New and second-hand mowers.

Bottled gas available.
A MERRY XMAS & HAPPY NEW

YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

HAYTER DEALERS 

PLUS SUPPLIERS OF
MANY OTHER MAKES�OF

GARDEN MACHINERY

Call Clive on
Saffron Walden 599774
www.cbmowerservices.co.uk

NEW SHOWROOM OPEN AT
UNIT 5, TOP ROAD, WIMBISH


