
with his son Matthew. He much
enjoys being a local business without
the pressures of working for a large
company.

Nigel married Linda Barnwell from
Clavering in 1977 and they had two
sons, Thomas, born in 1981 and
Matthew, born in 1984. Sadly Nigel
and Linda divorced in 2005 but Linda
still lives in Gaces Acre with the 
boys, and the family see each other
regularly. Nigel’s hobby is collecting
old motorcycles and he is very
interested in Jeeps.

Nigel’s elder brother is David, born
in 1950. He lives up the road in
Wendens Ambo with his wife and runs
the Wenden Garage, whilst the
youngest brother is Barry, born in 1963
who is married and lives in Australia,
having roved the world.

Nigel’s father was Gordon, who died
in 2006 aged 81, and his mother was
Sheila Whyman from Clavering, who
passed away in 1997 aged 68. Gordon
was a gardener at Shortgrove before
the war and after serving in the army
worked as a nurse at the Radwinter
Road hospital. Gordon was descended
from a long line of Harveys in Newport
so Nigel represents one of the oldest
families in the village, with two sons 
to carry on the line.

79 Frambury Lane
Denise (Jummie) Morris
On then to Number 79 where I was
welcomed with a brilliant smile by
Denise (Jummie) Morris. Here I struck
a rich vein of gold in that Jummie is
part of Newport’s heritage with three
generations of the family living in the
village. Indeed, until six years ago it 
was four generations until Jummie’s
grandmother, Margaret Stone, died 
in 2006.

Jummie told me that her mother,
Linda, was one of the seven children of
Benjamin Stone (1916-2005) and his
wife, Margaret (1923-2006). Benjamin
was a gardener at Shortgrove and the
family lived in a cottage near the cricket
pavilion behind the hall. Linda’s sister
Margaret lives with her husband, Ron
Haddock, in Wicken Road, whilst Linda
lives in Gaces Acre.

Jummie herself was born in 1966,
and when Linda and her three
daughters moved back to Newport from
Catmere End in 1975 Jummie went to
the Primary School, followed by the

County High, leaving at 16 in 1982. 
She then got a job at Millers, now
Dorringtons in Saffron Walden for two
years followed by a further two years 
in an electronics company. In 1986
Jummie married and had two
daughters, Lucy in 1986 and Natalie 
in 1989, both of whom were tragically
killed in a fire in 1992. That same year
Jummie returned to Newport to live at
79 Frambury Lane and had twin sons,
James and Benjamin, both of whom
went to the Primary School followed by
the Grammar School. Both have also
just gone off to university, James to
Anglia Ruskin to read music technology
and Benjamin to Leeds Metropolitan 
to read music production.

Four years later in 1996 Jummie 
had a second pair of twins, this time
two girls, Daisy and Lily. Again they
went to the Primary School and the
Grammar School, where they are still.
Daisy is a keen sportswoman playing
hockey, rounders and netball, whilst
Lily lives for her music.

For most of her adult life Jummie
has been a full time mother, a role
which she loves. However four years
ago she did a year at the Primary
School as a learning support assistant
before moving to the Grammar School
for a similar role, but mainly with
children with complex needs. I
remarked that this must require great
patience, with which she agreed but
said that she absolutely loved the job.

Her other roles in village life include
being vice chairman of the Youth Club,
which she told me is proving a great
success due to the hard work by the
leaders and helpers. She has also just
finished a two year stint as a member
of the Parish Council, and this year
gained a GCSE in Maths. She would

now like to move on to do a language
or two.

At this point we were joined by
Phoebe, born in 1996, the daughter of
Jummie’s sister Julie who was born in
1971. There is a third sister Jayne, born
in 1983. Phoebe is in the sixth form at
the County High, having previously
been at the Grammar School.

Jummie makes an enormous
contribution to village life at many levels
and I was very pleased to have met her.
As I left she reminded me that she had
been at the Primary School with my
second daughter, Arabella. I also
winkled out of her that she had been the
Carnival Queen in 1984, something
which she had thoroughly enjoyed.

77 Frambury Lane
Trudy Corless
Jummie then kindly took me next door
and introduced me to her neighbour,
Trudy Corless, who lives there with her
daughter, Jasmine and their Boxer
dog, Cassie.

Trudy invited me in, and told me that
she was born in Billericay in 1963 and
went to school locally, leaving at 16 to
work in the GPO in Customer Service
for three years. In 1983 Trudy married
Andy Corless and they set up home in
Basildon and had two children, Scott,
born in 1984 and Jasmine ten years
later in 1994. In 2000 Trudy and Andy
separated and they divorced two years
later. In 2007 Trudy and her children
moved to Newport, which they love.
Trudy now works as deputy manager 
of the Coach and Horses at Thorley,
where she does up to 50 hours a week.
It is very hard work but she thoroughly
enjoys it. Her daughter Jasmine works
at the Premier Inn at the Airport, so
they are both in the hospitality sector
serving the public.
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75 Frambury Lane
Scharrowne Farmer
Scharrowne was a great surprise. She is
a keen animal lover and lives with her
many chickens, ducks, dogs, cats,
rabbits, guinea pigs, fish and other pets
at number 75, besides keeping a horse
and a pony in Littlebury. She kindly
asked me in and told me that she was
born in East London in 1968 to rather
dysfunctional parents. At 14 she was
put into care for a year in Norfolk but
then returned to her mother briefly
before leaving home and school. She
then did a number of jobs and basically
‘raised herself ’ as she said. For ten
years from 1994 she worked in livery
stables in Waltham Abbey and it was
then that she went back to college and
as the result of hard work gained seven
good GCSEs, nearly all in the sciences.
She just loves learning!

Scharrowne later met Gary Stark,
and in 2007 they had a daughter,
Charlotte, a pivotal event in her life.
The following year Scharrowne and her
daughter moved out to Thaxted before
coming here last November, taking
over the house from Julie Morris. She
greatly enjoys living in Newport and
Charlotte has settled in well at the
Primary School. Scharrowne loves her
animals and particularly enjoys being a
member of Facebook, where she has up
to 300 friends who provide her with a
social life.

Scharrowne is a woman with a
mission - to try and clear up all the poo
messes in Newport, especially at the
recreation ground. She says that most
dog owners are very good about
picking them up and depositing them
in the red bins provided but that there
is a significant minority who are not so
conscientious. Apart from that she says
Newport is super and she is very glad
to be living here.

73 Frambury Lane
Ken Henderson
Here I was met by Ken Henderson.
Detecting in his voice a northern
accent I asked him where he hailed
from – ‘Sunderland’ he replied. He was
born in that town in 1928. His father
was a miner, as indeed were the whole
family, centred on the famous
Wearmouth Colliery, mining coal up 
to three miles out under the sea.
Tragically Ken’s father had a very
severe accident at work and as a result
made Ken promise not to follow in the
family tradition. Soon after he died,
aged only 47. His ill health had been
exacerbated by Ken’s sister dying from
pneumonia at the tender age of six.

Ken left school at 14 and joined the
local lime quarry, one of the largest in
Europe, in order to train as an
engineer. In 1945 he was called up into
the RAF where he worked at an
enormous camp of some 34 square
miles near Salisbury, where most of the
explosives left over from the war were
stored. It was Ken’s job to help take the
surplus explosives to Stranraer, from
where they were shipped out to the

deep water at the Continental shelf 
and tipped into the sea.

Having served his two years Ken
went back to the lime company but in
1970 came south to work in the United
Match company in Bishop’s Stortford,
and it was about that time that his
health began to deteriorate, due, he
thinks, to his spine having been affected
by an explosion in his RAF days.

In 1951 Ken had married Elizabeth
Lumsden and they had four daughters.
The family initially lived in Stortford
but once their daughters had left home
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