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Elizabeth and Ken moved to Newport
around 1985. Sadly Elizabeth died in
1990 aged only 62, and is buried in the
churchyard.

As mentioned above, Ken has
suffered from ill health but recently,
following some pioneering treatment at
Papworth, he is able to lead a largely
normal life, driving his car to Saffron
Walden and doing his own shopping.
His daughters are very supportive and
keep an eye on him. He loves Newport
and particularly praises the doctors
and staff at the Surgery, besides being
extremely grateful to Papworth for all
the life-enhancing help which they
have given him.

71 Frambury Lane
Irene, Mary and Jenny Warby
Walking through the immaculate garden
of number 71 Frambury Lane I was met
by Mary Warby, who welcomed me in 
to their very tidy home where I was
introduced to Mary’s mother, Irene
Warby, and younger sister, Jenny. Irene
told me that she was born in Lowestoft
in 1928, one of the four children of a
corn carter and his wife. Sadly Irene’s
father died aged 42 when she was only
ten years old, leaving his widow with
three children to support, one having
died at two years old. Irene reminded me
how hard life was in the prewar days
when you hesitated to call out the doctor
due to the expense, and life was a
perpetual struggle. Assistance came in
the form of a means tested token which
you took down to the market and
exchanged for food.

When the war broke out the family
moved to Bury St. Edmunds, as
Lowestoft with its docks was a target
for German bombers. There Irene met
her future husband, Cyril Warby, who
had been posted to Bury during the
war; originally from Bishop’s Stortford,
he had worked in the Co-op in Saffron
Walden before serving in the forces 
for the duration of the war. 

Irene and Cyril married in 1946 
and that same year set up home on
Elephant Green, Newport, renting
Elephant Cottage with one room down
and two up. In 1956 they moved to
number 71 Frambury Lane, a new
house in which the Warbys were the
first residents. They really appreciated
the three bedrooms and bathroom.

In 1947 Mary was born and went first
of all to the old Primary School and then

to the County High, leaving at 14 in 
1963 when she went to work at Tube
Investments at Great Chesterford, where
she spent 16 happy years before moving
to WPA in Walden as secretary to the
directors, staying till she retired in 2002.

In 1961 Jenny was born. She also
went to the Primary before moving to
Tye Green, Harlow and later to adult
training in Saffron Walden, sandwiched
with two days a week at the Sir Peter
Kirk college doing music and drama.

It was an enormous shock to the
close knit family when Cyril died in
1972 aged only 57 - he had a sudden
heart attack in the garden. He was still
working at the Co-op, grew all his own
vegetables and was extremely active.

Mary keeps very busy in her
retirement, looking after her mother
and sister. She is a great believer in
internet shopping and their weekly
order is delivered by Sainsbury’s. Mary
has played a full part in village life in
the past, most particularly running a
carers’ group, helping in the old library
at the Primary School and doing keep
fit. All three of the family likes living in
Newport though they said that they
missed some of the old characters in
the village. They also greatly appreciate
the support and help at the Surgery.
One downside of the growth of the
village is that one knows fewer people.
They said that in the old days you could
walk down the High Street and know
nearly everyone.

I left wondering at the enormous
changes for the better in peoples’ lives
over the past years as exemplified by
Irene’s life and what difficulties she and
her mother had coped with successfully.
We have a lot to be grateful for.

69 Frambury Lane
Wardale and Mary Millward
Next I went to number 69 where I 
was welcomed by Mary and Wardale
Millward and taken into their
comfortable sitting room. They 
had kindly laid out a mass of old
photographs which were fascinating,
especially as they included dates, places

and above all, identifications. I took 
out my notebook and set to work. 

I learnt that Mary was born in 1924 in
Bradford, where her father was a motor
engineer. Mary went to primary school
followed by secondary school, leaving at
15. At this point her father sadly died
from a burst appendix in 1939 and her
widowed mother had to go out and get a
job. As she was a trained caretaker
telephone operator, she took a position
as a caretaker operator in Newport
which became available. 

The exchange was then at the White
House, opposite the Old Vicarage in
the High Street. Mary’s mother, Lillian
Rushforth, arrived in 1941 with her two
daughters, Mary who was 17 and
Thelma, a year younger. The caretaker
operator was on duty each day from
5.30pm till 9am the next morning. In
those days people would often just pick
up the phone and ask the operator for
the person they wanted to contact by
name, so the operators had to have
excellent memories to memorise some
200 residents’ numbers!

On 28th October 1944 Mary married
Wardale Millward, a night telephonist
at Bishop’s Stortford, in a double
wedding with her sister who was
marrying a US serviceman, Gladstone
Booher. It was said that it was the first
double wedding ever to take place at
Newport church.

After a brief intermission when they
returned north, the young couple came
to Newport and moved into their
present home in 1957, the first people
in to their recently built council house,
and they have lived here ever since.
They had three children, Sandra born
in 1946, Janet in 1957 and Adrian in
1962. In due course Mary went back to
work, firstly at the Primary School,
then five years as a dental nurse, and
later 14 years in charge of a Sheltered
Housing Home in Dunmow, after
which she happily retired.

I turned to Wardale, who told 
me that he was born in 1922 in
Staffordhsire, an only child. His father
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was a plate layer on the Earl of Dudley’s
private steam railway. He left school at
14 in 1936 and did a variety of jobs until
he was called up into the Pioneer Corps
and was demobbed in 1947. He then
joined the GPO as a night operator at
Bishop’s Stortford, retiring in 1989.

He and Mary very much enjoy living
in Newport. They are well looked after
by their children and with them and
their local friends they find that life
passes very pleasantly. Rather to his
surprise, Wardale will be 90 in
December. They keep a car in which
they go shopping and on little trips. 
I said that I would return one day to
have a closer look at the photograph
albums which look so intriguing.

Two other interesting facts emerged
in our discussion. After Wardale’s
father became a widower he married
Mary’s widowed mother, though sadly
she died soon afterwards. Secondly,
Mary is descended from John
Rushworth (1612-90), an English
lawyer, historian and politician who
compiled a series of works covering the
history of the English Civil Wars and a
well-known figure of the time. 

As I walked
home I
thought about
the nine
homes I 
had entered
momentarily
and was
amazed as
always at
the sheer

variety of residents of Newport, their
resilience in the face of many
difficulties and above all how much
better off in every material sense we are
than those who lived before the war.
Let us enjoy and appreciate it. NN
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