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Iam so exiting about
this article that I
simply cannot wait
to share my thoughts

with you. I could have just
put a little thank you note
somewhere on the school door, but that would not be fair
because you Newportonians deserve better. I want to tell you
how wonderful and how generous you are. Let me start from
the beginning ... 

Some of you know that last year I was trying to raise money
for my summer charity project. My idea was to go to Nepal
with my 5 years old daughter Mia and my dearest friend from
Poland, Kasia, to help one of the very poor primary schools up
in the mountains. Why? Because I simply fell in love with that

country after my first
trekking trip to
Langtang Valley and
wanted to make a
difference to the
children who live 
in poverty up in the
mountains. From
the very beginning it
sounded crazy, but doable... Yogesh, my
other, better half is the first one to thank. He not only didn’t
try to stop me, but was on my side from the very beginning
(with his plastic card handy ;-). Thank you Yogesh! 

After speaking to some of my friends, I organised a cake
sale at NFGS. I would like to say a massive thank you to
Lorraine Harlow, an amazing woman, who sadly couldn’t go
with us, but she decided to participate in the project by
baking the most delicious cakes, which I could then sell in the
NFGS staff room. Thank you Lorraine.

A big thank you goes to the NFGS teachers for having such
a sweet tooth and being very generous donating cakes. Thank
you teachers :-), what would I do without you?

The Headmaster from Newport Primary School, Mr John
Howett, allowed me to explain to the pupils during the
assembly what we were trying to do and to ask for donations.
The response was amazing! Thank you to all the parents and
pupils of Newport Primary School not just for the money
you gave us, but also for such lovely and warm support. It
was very uplifting, kind of you and most needed. Thank you,
you are fantastic!

There is one more, very important person, who contributed
to our project by organising money collection and supporting
every step we took to make it happen. She doesn’t live in
Newport, but she is a big fan of our village and she loves
coming over. Her name is Krystyna, and she is my Mum. Her
endless energy and positive attitude was amazing. Thank you
Mum, dziekuje. 

After getting off the bus which took us from Kathmandu to
the middle of nowhere, it took 5 porters to carry the staff and
Mia up the mountains. Mia was travelling in a basket on one
of the porters backs! She was very brave and I am very proud
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of her. After 8 hours walking, sometimes in pouring rain as it
was still the end of the monsoon season, tired, hungry, but
happy we had reached the Fujel village. Local people made 
us feel very welcome and they were very excited to see us, as
some of them have never seen a white person! We stayed in
my Nepalese friend’s house with his parents for about a week.
Children simply gravitated from all over the place to play with
Mia. The house was full of laughter and fun. Next day we
went higher up to meet the teacher and the children in Batuki
Primary School and to give them stuff we had brought. It was
so moving to be there, to be blessed with tikka on our
foreheads, and to see children’s faces smiley and happy. 

With your help and generosity we managed to collect
32.000 rupees, which allowed us to buy the following:
• 2 exercise books for every child
• A pencil for every child
• Crayons for youngest pupils
• A fountain pen for older pupils
• Pens
• Sharpeners
• Educational boards
• 3 footballs
• 3 volleyballs
• A volleyball net
• A ball pump
• A badminton set
• Spare shuttle corks
• Skipping ropes 
• Rubber balls for the youngest 
• 2 calculators
• Notebooks for teachers
• Bags for teachers
• English book for English teacher

You made a lot of children very, very happy. They all send
their love to you and bless you with the warmest Namaste. 

MIA, READY FOR THE ADVENTURE!

“THIS IS FOR YOU, ENJOY”

THEY DON’T MIND
MODEST CLASROOMS,
ALL THEY WANT IS
EDUCATION

OLGA BAK
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We were very lucky to spend over a week in the Fujel village
trying to teach some English in Batuka Primary School and
playing volleyball with them. It was an amazing experience
for all of us and my daughter Mia deserves a medal for being
absolutely wonderful, smiley, friendly and very brave. Thank
you Sweetheart, I love you. 

Kasia ... they say “Surround yourself with the people who
believe in your dreams”. We went through so much in our life.
I feel privileged to have you as a friend. Without your
commitment the whole thing would not be possible. 
Thank you for believing in my dream. NN


