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full service spectrum.
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drainage till the 1960s but there was more
community I feel. People spoke to each
other more. I know the village was a lot
smaller and I could recognise most
everybody and I certainly knew everyone
in Bury Water but now I know very few
people even though I walk round the
village almost every day. Years ago no 
one ever locked their doors yet today we
even have to lock our garden sheds.

I think the greatest change though is
the traffic. As kids we played with car

tyres, used them like old hoops. We
would spin them down Star Hill – that’s
now Wicken Road – and out onto the
main road – just think how dangerous
that would be nowadays.

Places do grow on you and after nearly
eight decades here, Newport and I are
now permanently entwined so I can’t
imagine ever leaving the village, living
anywhere else. A smaller house and
particularly a smaller garden – yes but 
it would have to be here in this village.
Newport has always been my home and 
I hope it always will. 

I would like to thank Dennis for all his
help in writing this article, in particular
his enthusiasm and his attention to
detail. I have really enjoyed
interviewing him and hearing about his
life and his wide range of interests –
gardening, woodwork, sport and of
course his family.

This year Dennis celebrated his 
80th Birthday and Newport News
would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate him. NN
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AWill is one of the most
important documents you
will ever make but an
increasing number of people

are content with preparing homemade
Wills, frequently in an attempt to cut
costs. However, although DIY Wills are
relatively inexpensive, the legal costs
involved to remedy their potential 
errors may well exceed the cost of a
professionally prepared Will. Moreover,
it may not be possible to rectify mistakes
that are discovered after your death.

Off-the-shelf DIY Will kits are often

poorly written, leading to confusion over
what assets have been left and to whom.
Common errors that can occur in the
process of making a DIY Will include
incorrectly signing or witnessing the
Will, which renders the document
invalid. Furthermore, a beneficiary can
compromise their inheritance by acting
as a witness. Even if you successfully
avoid these pitfalls and create a valid
document using a homemade Will,
there is always the possibility that
nobody is able to locate your Will when
it is needed. By using a regulated Law
Firm, not only can you be certain your
Will contains your exact wishes and
instructions, you can be confident your
Will will be stored safely. Most law firms
will allow you to store your Will in their
strong room free of charge. 

If you choose to use a Will-writing
firm over a solicitors, make sure it is
regulated. A recent case in which an
unregulated Will-writer was jailed for 

14 months after fraudulently charging
clients to fix a non-existent problem
with their Wills, highlights the dangers
of using an unregulated body. The cost
of a professionally written Will includes
the advice given by a solicitor, who is
subject to regulation by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority, unlike many Will-
writers who are not legally qualified or
governed by regulation. 

Do not be tempted to cut corners
when it comes to writing your Will.
Doing so could result in high legal costs
or, at worst, an invalid Will. Seek the
help of regulated solicitors and relax
with the peace of mind that your wishes
will be carried out. 

Local firm Tees’ Wills, Trusts and
Probate department has extensive
experience in advising individuals on 
all aspects of tax and estate planning. 
If you are thinking of preparing a Will,
please contact them for expert and
professional advice. NN

DIY Wills A RISKY BUSINESS
SUBMITTED BY
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