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OLYMPICS

Running the Olympics through Newport

Dad, I’ve volunteered
to help run the
Olympics through
Newport. See ya!

Oh, and err… can you pick me
up from Saffron Walden Council
offices at 6 o’clock, please?” 

So started a long chain of
events that involved taking the
car out at odd times of the day

to pick up volunteers, but that inspired not only our family, but
a whole group of local people. And all thanks to Tristan Rose.
Good guy. Great son. And a very community-minded
individual. I’m very proud of him. I was also very proud to be
able to help organise the marshals when the Olympic torch
relay came through Newport. 

Tristan was charged with getting people together for
radio and basic first aid training. Everyone wanted to be a
part of the Olympic magic and torch relay. It was coming
through our village – something that will never happen
again in our lifetimes.

Suffice to say that we all turned up on the day, apprehensive
as to what we were letting ourselves in for, what the weather
was going to be like, and desperately trying to remember the
call signs and instructions we’d been told to memorise. We

were each issued with an
Uttlesford District Council 
hi-vis jacket, water bottle and radio before receiving our 
final briefing. We were distributed evenly along the torch
route, from The Spinney – where the torch would start its
journey through Newport – past various ‘kiss points’ along the
High Street, to the entrance to Shortgrove Estate, where the
convoy would leave the village and continue on its journey on
to Saffron Walden. 

I met a wide range of people from all over the UK, and all
over the world. A lovely media team from Japan were running
around asking where the torch was going to be, and had we
seen Jamie Oliver? Some Americans told me how they were
visiting friends and just wanted to be part of it all. I spoke to
so many people from so many different places, all coming
together to celebrate the Olympic spirit. Many marshals were
offered cups of tea, use of toilet facilities, and even invited to
pose for photographs! 

The wonderful people of Newport made me proud to be
British. The village itself was a sea of red, white and blue.
People were out all morning – in some places lined up along
the route five or six deep – with flags, bunting, street
decorations and hooters. There was a great community
atmosphere. As well as managing the crowds and ensuring

everyone remained on the pavements, we found ourselves
shepherding children across roads, making sure that the Red
Cross ambulance had a safe place to park, and just making
people laugh as they came and went. 

Eventually the cavalcade arrived, with police motorcycles
up front, followed by patrol cars, and then some very official
looking BMWs and Range Rovers. For the next ten minutes
or so a convoy of buses, cars, trucks, police outriders and yet
more BMWs, all filtered through the crowded streets of
Newport. And then came the rain. It lashed down. 

Flags, hooters and even screams could be heard as Jamie
Oliver emerged, waved at the crowds, puffed out his chest in

true ‘Only Way Is Essex’ fashion, and began to trot along.
The rain stopped, the sun came out and even the police

waved enthusiastically as they cruised past. The cavalcade
moved on and the Newport Carnival began.

I was one of over 80 volunteers who helped to make it
happen, and I’m proud. I’m proud of Tristan for inspiring our
family to volunteer, and I’m proud of Newport. We put on a
spectacular show. 

Now, where do I apply to be a volunteer in Rio? NN
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“

ABOVE: OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
2012: RAIN OR SHINE, WE
MARSHALLED ON.
RIGHT: TRISTAN ROSE –
NEWPORT’S OLYMPIC TORCH
RELAY CO-ORDINATOR.
BELOW: TROUPING OFF TO OUR
DESIGNATED STATIONS: “CAN I
BE HERE? MY MUM’S COMING
OVER IN A MINUTE…”

ABOVE LEFT: ANDY SIVELL WAS MASTER OF THE AIRWAVES. “CHARLIE OSCAR:
WHAT? CAN’T HEAR YOU. WHAT? WHAT DID YOU SAY? OVER.”
ABOVE RIGHT: JEREMY ROSE
LEFT: LOCAL TORCH RELAY VOLUNTEERS AWAIT FINAL BRIEFING
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