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EDITORIAL

How quickly the clock ticks
on and the 78th issue of
Newport News is out. Our
production cycle for this

number started at our usual half yearly
meeting on September 11th when we
got together over a glass of wine to plan
the next issue. Everyone pitched in
with their own ideas, reactions to the
last issue and argued over the finances
and how much to charge for
advertising. As usual we made no
changes in our rates. We then all went
forth with exactly a month to approach
advertisers and supply Tricia Rose with
articles and pictures. Miriam Pender
has a difficult job in coordinating the
advertising team, agreeing wording
and layout and sending it to Barney
Miller, our designer, by October 9th.

The History editors, Anthony Tuck
and David Evans, in addition to
researching and writing their own
articles have to check any historical
features from other contributors to try
and ensure consistency and accuracy.
Other demanding jobs are undertaken
by John and Berenice Oswin Smith
who compile and check the
Information pages.

Tricia Rose has to consider all the
material submitted and meld it into
shape before sending it on to Barney
Miller who, with his wife Hannah,
designs the layout and puts it all into
shape, rather like a three dimensional
jigsaw as he once described it. It then
goes off to the printers and comes back
in time for Don Alexander and his
team to distribute it by December 1st.

I have mentioned just a few of the
people who create each issue every six
months but in total there are some 40
people involved and without their help
it just wouldn’t happen.

The events of the past six months
which most stick out in my memory 

are the celebration of the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee on June 5th and the carrying of
the Olympic Torch through the village
on July 7th, together with the very
successful Carnival procession and Fête
which raised and distributed to
participating village organisations 

some £5,600, a massive amount
remembering the appalling weather. It
is said that some 6,000 people lined the
streets of Newport, probably the largest
number in its entire history.

Elsewhere on the palette of the last
half year’s happenings has been the 
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