
Your voice in our community
By Cllr Jeremy Rose , Conservative Councillor representing Newport, Rickling, Quendon and Widdington Ward

When elected to represent the local community you have a
choice. Either you can gloss over the problems that face
the community, skim over the issues that need to be faced
and earn yourself some short-term popularity. Or you can
listen to local residents, businesses and organisations, roll-
up your sleeves and tackle the long-term, tough problems
that affect us all. I have taken the second option — our
community matters and your voice needs to be heard. 

Voicing your deep concerns about un-sustainable housing
proposals, anti-social behaviour issues, drugs in the neigh-
bourhood, housing benefits, litter and vandalism. There have
been numerous requests to tackle issues facing our village. 
I have heard your voice, listened to problems and together
we have tackled tough issues and ensured other agencies
take matters further to resolve them on your behalf. 

As much as local Parish and District Councils can do, it is
up to you to voice your concerns, to attend public meetings
and show the determination that people-power can shape 
the society we all want to live in. This is our village, and 
we should all shape our community the way we want it. 

What is required is a sense of collective responsibility. We
need to recognise that we need to serve our community, to
offer help to those that need it, and to define the character
of our village by giving our time to tackle tough tasks. 

Good examples of this community work? Save Newport
Village group is highlighting decisions taken by local councils
and developers. Join them and have your say. The Ramblers
Association complain of the lack of well maintained footpaths
and seek volunteers to help them to clear overgrown paths.
Newport Business Association is creating a community bee
and butterfly friendly habitat around Newport railway
station. Help them grow plants to create the Lavender Line.

Let’s have comments on issues that will shape our village:
• Local Development Framework - housing development needs
• Economic Development Strategy - what businesses do we need?
• Housing Benefits - changes to what we’re entitled to 
• Electoral boundary changes — less councillors for more people
• Future of Stansted Airport - BAA sells the airport. Less jobs?

Let’s protect our green and pleasant land against landowners
and developers by lobbying the District Council to change it’s
building programme. Let’s ensure our village has jobs and
affordable homes for local people. Let’s organise work to get
jobs done locally. Let’s work to create a better environment
for our children to inherit in the future. 

Your Community. Your District Councillor. Jeremy Rose
Contact me: cllrrose@uttlesford.gov.uk • 01799 541114

Broadcaster and presenter Griff Rhys Jones interviewed on BBC News talks
about how local residents should protect their towns and villages from poor 
and short termist planning laws. Please visit: http://youtu.be/aKO6sB2h1P4
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On the 28th September
2012 Newport Post Office
held a coffee morning to
help raise funds for

Macmillans. They raised £500. NN
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Macmillancoffee morning

BRIAN SPALDING AND TRISHA COOK CAROLE CHRISTY AND JACQUI SMITH

WAYNE HARRIS AND PERCY TURNER JACQUI SMITH, ALAN MILNE, BILL & GILL SCOTT

EILEEN BLACKWELL AND JOAN BRACE
MIRA EVENS, DON ALEXANDER, 
CAROLYN ATKINSON & SANDRA AMOS VIVIAN HILL, LINDA WRIGHT & SANDRA PINNOCK

hall and music rooms were used for.
During the summer Newport Youth
Centre underwent a partial
refurbishment when it was repainted
and cleaned. 

The results were obvious, even after
just one day of sanding, cleaning and
painting. However, it was clear that
although our plan were working and
the centre was already looking better,
we still had some way to go to make it
look like new.

I think at the start we all under-
estimated the task we had undertaken.
One day we spent nearly 14 hours
working at the Youth Centre, with late
nights and very early mornings. All
this hard work was about looking after
something that has been such a big
part of our lives for over a year. From
the beginning of the build back in
2011, to the opening in September of
that same year, to helping out at events
or volunteering our time at the
Younger Youth Club on Thursday
nights (not because we had to, but
because we wanted to make a
contribution to our community). The
objectives for the refurbishment were
about making sure that this building
remains here for generations to come,
to benefit anyone who wishes to make
use the facilities, young or old. 

Dan Cornell and Rob Gowers helped
me throughout the week, just as they
had originally helped with the
construction of the building last year. I
knew that, as good mates, they would
do the job that needed to be done,
without mistakes. During the last two
days of the final push, I also asked
Fran Lake to help, as we still had quite
a lot to do. Without the help of these
three people, to whom I am hugely
grateful, the refurbishment of the
building in such a short space of time
would not have been possible.

What’s next?
Well, for us it’s about giving everyone
an opportunity to use the facilities –
whether it’s to come to either of the
two Youth Clubs, use the hall for
parties or classes, use the music rooms,
or even rent the whole building.

The Youth Club currently runs two
nights a week – Thursday nights from
6:30pm to 8:30pm for ages 9-12, and
Friday nights for ages 12 and above. It’s
only one pound to get in and gain access
to activities such as pool, table tennis,
air hockey, PlayStation, computers,
football, basketball and the tuck shop. 

The hall costs only £8 an hour to
rent (for children’s parties etc) and the
music rooms £5. Music rooms in this
area are few and far between.
Conditions apply obviously. Both are
available to rent any time of day, any
day of the week. For more details ring
Sharon Davey on 07770 766380 or
email her at ssdavey@yahoo.co.uk.

We currently have a Zumba Class 
in the hall on Wednesday evenings
between 7pm and 8pm, open to all. For
details phone 07872 966828 or email
andrea.rigg@hotmail.co.uk. On Friday
mornings we have Baby Sensory
classes for babies up to 13 months old.
For more details visit
www.babysensory.com and search
under ‘Cambridge’, phone Juliette 
on 07966 789785, or email
cambridge@babysensory.co.uk.

Come along and see us. You never
know, you may like it. NN

MATT YARWOOD

CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

REPAINTING THE SKIRTING BOARDS THE LAST FINISHING TOUCHES

Newport Youth Centre ONE YEAR ON

One year on, a year’s worth of
use, a year’s worth of wear
and tear, and we’re still
offering our facilities to

everyone who comes through the door.
Regardless of who they are and what
they want to do – whether it’s to play 
a game of football, or play a musical
instrument.

Fundraising
Over the past year we have held many
events and raised lots of money. Back
in October 2011 we held a Halloween
party that raised £50. In 2012 we held
a family disco that raised £30, and a
local band gig that raised £80. We also
ran various stalls at the village fête,
bringing in £950. In April Andrew
(Yarwood) took part in a challenge to
drive to Bury St Edmunds and back
using a limited amount of fuel, and
even though he didn’t quite manage it,
we still raised £870.

Refurbishment
Dan Cornell and I noticed that some
sections of the building were becoming
more and more marked – much more
than what we could clean off. I went
away and came up with a plan to
repaint, clean everything (even more),
and generally tidy up. After a few
weeks of planning by Dan and me, I
approached the more senior members
of the committee and in mid-July was
given the go-ahead. We would have to
work around all the activities that the
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