
Margot and Gus Candle
Makers was established
in 2011 and is based
in Newport. The

family business consists of a
mother (Suzie Annis,) and her two
daughters, Margot, 9 and Gus 13. 

The business was born out of
Suzie’s desire to realise her
daughters’ ambitions to make and
sell something to ‘real’ people. After
much practice selling homemade
bits and pieces to family members
from a ‘shop’ in their bedroom this
seemed like a project that all three
would get a great deal of enjoyment
and fulfillment from. It would also give
the girls experience in setting up and
running a small business.

The first stage was to learn how
candles are made so Suzie signed up
to a candle-making course, covering
all aspects of candle making, business
and legal issues. The next stage was to
think of a unique selling point for the
candles, and, after much thought,
making the candles from reclaimed
glass was decided upon as research
showed nothing like it was on the
market and it would teach the girls
about recycling and reusing glass. 

The pressed and cut glass bowls,
vases, and other suitable vessels are
gathered from Antique markets and
Charity shops. The glass is then
cleaned and filled with natural
rapeseed and bees wax which is
fragranced with pure essential oils
giving the candles a delicious delicate
fragrance. And also, as the business is
a project for children they decided to
give 5% of their turnover to
Barnardo’s children’s charity enabling
the girls to learn about business and
social responsibility.

Manufacturing the candles is a team
effort with Gus measuring and

melting the wax, Margot attaching
sustainers and wicks, and Suzie
adding the essential oils and pouring
the hot wax. Margot also designed the
company logo. All three find it very
satisfying turning a previously
unloved and possibly unfashionable
piece of glassware into a gorgeous,
glistening, fragrant candle.

The candles when lit make the glass
twinkle like a chandelier and look very
grand and chic. The glinting loveliness
of these candles always adds a special
touch to dining tables and sideboards
at any time of year but especially at
Christmas.

During the summer the team also
manufacture outdoor candles using
natural citronella to guard against
mosquitoes.

All the candles can be refilled and
bespoke candles can be made using
clients own suitable vessels or from the
company’s vast collection of glassware.

The candles are on sale upstairs in
Saggers Garden Nursery in Newport.
Prices range from £6 to £60 and
make truly unique gifts. NN
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BELOW: GUS,
MARGOT AND
SUZIE ANNIS

Kids – do you want to see 
your work in print? The next
edition of Newport News
(Spring/Summer 2013) will

feature a new page just for the under-16s
of Newport. This is a chance for you to 
see your work published!

Stories, letters, poems, limericks,
pictures, funny photos, jokes – in fact
anything you can think of! Please submit
to kids@newportnews.org.uk or posted
to Midsummer House, Belmont Hill, before
April 5th. The very best will be printed!

Please make sure to include your name
and age with all submissions. NN
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